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Winter Semester 2011 
Course No.   : SM 642 

Course Title  : Urbanisation and Public Health in India 

Credits   : 2 (two) 

Course In-charge : Dr Sanghmitra S Acharya  

Method of Instruction : Lectures, Group Work, Presentations and Tutorials                             

Method of Evaluation:  Short Term Paper – 0.5 Credit,  

Long Term Paper – 1 Credit,   

End Semester Viva Voce – 0.5 Credit 

 

 

The main focus of the course would be to explain the nature of public health situation in urban India and trace its 

relationship with the urban economy, distribution of resources and public policy. While doing so, it shall explore the 

relationship between the nature of urbanisation and public health. It will focus on the issues in public health and 

their links with (a) nature of urban growth, infrastructural facilities and socio-economic conditions; (b) urban politics 

and governance (including distribution and utilisation) of infrastructural facilitates and (c) health programmes and 

health care services both in the public and private sectors.  

 

The course will use social epidemiology and political economy approaches as complementary to each other. 

Historical account of the relationship between urban growth in Europe and in colonial India and post-independent 

India; urbanisation, especially in the third world countries will be discussed. Selected cities as case studies will 

also be discussed. Emerging issues of healthy cities; public policies and climate change will constitute an 

important segment of the course. Its emphasis would be on perspectives and possible choices.  

1. Historical evolution of urban centres and public health concerns 
2. History of urbanisation in India 
3. Key concepts and processes 

a. social stratification and poverty; condition of slums; social support systems and community 
activities 

b. migration, working condition of migrant workers in formal and informal sectors 
c. urban planning, town planning acts and master plans 
d. infrastructural facilities – water, drainage, sewage, PDS, transport and housing 
e. local governments: their power, functions and resources 
f. industrial effluents, pollution and waste disposal 

4. Health programmes and medical care services in public and private sectors 
5. Conflict and choices of urban health: role of the state, market and civil society 
6. Emerging Issues (healthy cites; climate change) 
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